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THE CATHGfcie LAYMAN. 



[March 15, 1856. 



We find* ih&JbllowinflL also, inj)r. Lanigatts Ecclesi- 
astical Hi<*i>r£t>f IrelanS; — '• TA B m oSnu e of\he#ope'a 
being the tinM owner sfWll Chr»Wia* Islands l»fl been 
partially itfftiouticed Uhtk wori«i*r» boll or (Pope) 



decree. So all Protestants are damned, if not by act of 

Arli anient, atfleast by the tMlan, as Mr as forgfjay can 

pit. 'k I 

uaruanv naarjoiaicea- Mpme worlsBiwrat nun or ^ rope; ¥ We need Mt>t stop now (to Jhivc Mint this 10101181 
Urban* II /date* a. D.*#l4*in wb*eh,iou>. disposiist-of thej f ' Donatio* olSConstantine" waa* for-pete, antMUejt with 

I.l I -P n !__ %.- -.;j-».-. ... . -rs . i-l . .i «_l.._l 1- . f'._ .... li - n..A..I!. ,..^lTA_ I -.-,1^ I 



island of Corsica, he said that the Emperor Constnntine 
had given the islands to St. Peter and his vicars." — Vol. 
i*., p. 160. 

So we sec that Popes, ate-aaiinr Idle 1 hfrbit ef- relying on 
this " Donation of Constantino,'' when they were engaged 
In working out ttieir objects. 

We, therefore, look for this " Donation of Constantine," 
to explain the sale of Ireland. We find it in a most ap- 
propriate place. 

Ciur-«ai4ej-j may romeiuher. some papers io/iur numbers 
fcr December, 1853, January, February, March, and 
aT&He, 1654; in which we gave an account of a vast number 
ofdecret a I epistles of the early Popes which were forged 
rU"'llic ■ ninth* cerrttrfy to support the - claims wtrKih -Popes- 
■ehrthen setting up; which collection of forgeries- was 
first:pro<tn>eesd by the notorious Isidore Meecator. Here, 
to this handle of impudent" -and sfaaaieieat forgeries, we 
tad " The Donation-' of Constantine,? which succeeding 
Bopes worked to such good eflfcct*" 

In this-document-the Emperor -Connantine is- made toi 
ttfcitethut he had the leprosy, and' was told 'bt- his pitrjrsi- 
efamsth-.it he could only be cored bya-bath" filled 'witb-tlfe 
blood of young children. A great number of children 
Were,- accordingly, collected to be killed for the purpose; 
bat; when Constnntine saw all the mothers"cryin», hewas 
Hind-enough to give them b cfc their children." That night 
Bfeler and Paul appeared to him, and told him to send for 
Hope Sylvester, who was then hiding from Constantino's 
persecution < and that the Pope should heal him, provided 
be would turn Christian, and establish the- Ofm-rctt. The 
Dope, accordingly, .made him do penance, and then bttp- 
tsMKl him* by which. he was coredi Oonstanttn* then 
pjoeeeils to perform the 1 conditions of hiscure, as follows 
--♦'We 

erith veneration, 

the- blessed Peter should' bet gloriously- exalted above i 
obt imperial and earthly throne, attributing' to it -power 
aod'the dignity of glory, and imperial strength awi .'honour ; 
and wedeeree and ordain that: it* bill have supremacy 
over tho four principal Sees of Arrtioohy Alexandria, Cun- 
staminoplevand.Jerrjsaleni, and also over all theChurohes 
of' God inthe utiiversal world; and the pontiff; who from 
time to time shall be over the holy Roman Chnrch shall ! 
be.: superior and prince over nil the priests of the whole; 
world.'*' 

He then relates that in has . built the churches of Peter 
aad Paul, "To whom, forrthte decking of then- litrhts, we; 
have given estates of possessions, and have enriched them 
with various 'tbtngs; and by 'our sacred and imperial com- 
mand, as well in the east as in - the west,. or even in the 
nertaerntor southern regioB'^-to wit, in Jades, Greece,, 
Asia, Thrace Africa, and Italy or IK the nnratti 
takAJMu>^-we have given to themtof onr Duality, with that 
anteat that all should be disposed of; by the hands of our 
, Mossed father, Pope Sylvester, su-fl his successors.' ' 

Constantine also bestows his palace at Home, his -crown,, 
bis sceptre, and all the ensigns of" royalty, upon the Pope. 

Constantine then proceeds — "Wegive up and relinquish 
to the aforesaid, our most blessed pontilf, Sylvester, , the 
universal pope, all- the provinces, places, and states of; 
Italy, or the western regions.'" 1 And for himself, Constan- 
tine gpes on to say^ — »' Wfe hawe thought it proper that our 
empire, and the power of onr kingdom, should be trans- 
ferred, a»d transported , to the eastern regions; and that i 
ioi the. most fit place, of the Byeantine province a city: 
should be built to our name (Constantinople), and that' 
onr empire should , be constituted there, since it is not right' 
that an earthly emperor should have .power there, where; 
Dm dominion of the priests and the bead of the Christian; 
religion has been constituted by theEinperor of heaven."* 

And. then. Constantine, this earthly emperor-, goes on to 
paa»»uteoce of eternal damnation, nod of; faml, lire with 
tbe devil iforte«er> on. every oaewha.shaulii. violate this; 

• The eoMeetfo*»f<TM<Ior« iS-ooawMed in MirtSn'*OSe*ill*. T»e; 
fi«utiua|04iaMlslaWia»ia«t pj5*i A'stUntkeFWalogteafi Abkei 
imarm.-VoLlW r a>l.2ii. P^slsi M*. 

J Sacroaaoctam RoraaiuuiieccU*slain..decrcYtmM* venerantar bono-, 
rare efanrothn oearn nostrum tmperltim etterrrrram thromtacaedemi 
suratbalaumkeut F»trl gtortom axaluw. trKmanttaei poeaawwni 
«4j«r«.(%n*4»era,.«Ki^»,»»aw«ai et lunoiulottattain imparialam 
atqtn ducernentes laecunoa^nt prioetpatnm Uneat laraiaperq^ataori 
pnactBital aedet Antloebfenamv Alexamlrra&m, ConstanttnopoHunam,: 
«t iHturotolyitaaiinii <a««to«» ttHm n pt*. m»nm In onlwi» tvtet 
tHnmnnDta MClestna, & Ppntitex, qqi pro ttstypro IpaiaK aacn- , 
siact« Romauas eccleata extlterit, celsafl;..et^plancep4..canctis .sacer-, 
dotlbas totitu mondi exaistat. 

'-Qnrtras pro conclnnatlons lotnloajtornm, posseaaonnm predlai 
MaasMmoa, et nfeua4rnnto«M«Mta*tagniar«tpn'neaitnuBdaiperialem 
jaaakmerawtraat, taavla erimte'fltMm'ta'oeeMwrte v«l etum tn 
««a «"Ut rton»H <;>TO8>ldla««->fata. VMa Mni l i ia- J wti a, OnxHa, Aate,. 
Tiiratta, Africa, M 'Italia, rrt-Oirmit iaaails-nmlra larstnne elscon-. 
eaaaiana, M' proraaaTatloa* at per maw-ieaitasliul Pstrta uuWrl 
SilveatrVWnttltia uMosawrama;Beonaabi iHapiaaantwr.- 

''Camiea luWis. sen aooid«i)4atara'rea^snn > pn*ieeiM I loea, etf 
OirttaNv pntHt* beatlssioio I'ontl/IM noaareiO U i ta lr o sal varaatl faposi 
»Medimua atqeawndkiqaiaaes. 

■ »aJ« congituaan ptoapwrtsammiiattun laanrtsaiii ctwrfilpotea- 
taUaavrsHitallbaav teaoalsrrl et 'tranawggi wntomesja,- attm Bjaaa- 
tia> prorhwiai i» optimo loee, noaatot anatra <t»i la «B «i [a»litaari, et 
uaamn-aUtocOBsUmttuiaasriuai, qaonianabipriattaatttiawesraolnn: 
at OuMiuaMreaaloaisvapal, ab laaeiatof e caleiU «QM«Ho<Ml eat , 
juitum ueaestatittle4saawiatw Hmw ta s aj at t is i sst ai s ui . 



falsehoods ; for no Roman Catbolic with the least learning 
will now. attempt to deny, that it was forged in the 8th or 
9th century. But for many centuries together this forgery 
was^relied on l»y popes and. their- supporters as the great, 
title-deed of the Popes. 

When the forgery was framed, popes were beginning to 
claim the primacy over the whole Cn'urch as glverrbyCoTl 
himself to the Pope. But as it might be hard to prove 
tHisby Scripture; it was thought well to- have- a fargodi 
.daaauoa. of-aa- omperor. at. hand,, in-order that if they 
couM not prove by truth that God gave this power, they 
mijrht, at least, proveby falsehoodkhatxsan^gave it. And 
so Pope Adrian I., in the 8th century, when he wanted to 
fret a ura-nt~of- temporal 'power- 1 ftorfr trrewftmerr euipeiuiy 
Gharlenm|rne, held tip this- foiled donation of-.Constartina 
ae- M9 right to tempoml pewert and the ground out which 
heasketVfor it. And Pope TJrban II.,. in-, the: 1 Itb-cea- 
tm-y. gave away Cersiea' by the- same- titles AhW Pop* 
AttriaB TV-., in the 12tb>centwry, gave Ireland to-Ktng 
Henry II. by virtue of the gift of all island*: to that 
Pope, as contained in thia'forged fdonation. 

From the 9th century to the 16th, this forged donation 
passed for a lawful title of the popes. It was the-'Befor- 
mation that swept away the mass of forgery and fraud, 
and delivered Roman Catholics themselves from such im- 
postures. But now that Roman Catholics, guided by the 
light of the Reformation, do acknowledge tbat the Dona- 
tion of Constantine was a forgery, we ask them why they 
should still maintain that the things done upon the sole 
ground of that forgery should We held good: and valid? 
By virtue of- tharfurgery IreKind was mam subject to the 
English; by virtue of ' that'fdrgery the ancient Chnrch of 
, Ireland was made sulrject to Rome. Why should these 
decree to honour the holy. Roman Church ,' t hi ngs he maintained when the forgery is confessed ? Is a 
and that th«* meat sarred. See; of \ mm entitled still to Hoia a property; when it Is proved 

thatthe titles under' which • h» holds are forgeries-? At 
least, it is reasonable to inquire-wheiher th^re-bc any othtr 
ground upon which the things done under the forgery 
should now be .upheld. 

As- respects the union of England and. Ireland in. one 
kingdom,, we. hold. that, there, are. good reason* why it 
ought now to be continued. 

Because two islandst lying- so dose- together, if net 
united, would be continually in danger, of hem!; at war ; 
and thus it he greatestiof • nil calamities and. miseries would 
fa|l upon both. The rais&rtune: was not in the union of 
the two kingdoms, but in- the wicked way "In whifca that 
uirion Was brought about by. Pope Adrian IV. and Alex- 
ander 111., Which laid, the foundation- of oeataries of 
opprenioa on. one side - and hatred oa the other : feelings 
bat too well kept up since by the conduct of succeeding 
popes. The evil done by/ Pop* Adrian : IVl would, now 
only be made greaterby severingcth* union. There is. n» 
remedy now, bm to bring- about-, mutaui good- will fur 
mutual advantage. 

We' think it also worth weJile to direct attention 
to the fact pointed out by the- learned ! Koman Catho- 
lic pr'est,,.Dr. O'Connor,, that King. James i. was 
the legitimate descendant alike of the ancient kings of 
Ireland and. of the kings of England. The crowns 
of England and of Ireland were lawfully united on his 
head by legitimate descent ; and since bis day the union of 
the crowns of England and Ireland has rested no longer 
on forgery and violence, but on a lawful title Qheen 
Victoria is the descendant of the old kings of Ireland -of 
'lleberand'Heremon — as well as of the kings vrf* England. 
This is a fact which it is right lor Irishmen to know; and: 
for tbe proof of it we refer to Dr. O'Connor's Coihnrbanns, 
|I?o. 2; p. xlvi., 4c. 

But when, we come to consider whether the ancient 
Church of. Ireland should still continue subject to Rome, 
,now thatthe oritiuai means. of her subjection is proved to. 
have been urged, thsrcaseisidinerent. It will not.de here • 
to pruduee. e. later, title ,to. supply, tbe place of the origjual.' 
.forgery*. Hebjs we mustgo iACK..to> the great charter ofi 
the Church, the Word of Christ) and. the teaching of his 
Apostles. Let .it Jb* fairly discussed, whether Chrisiaudhis 
lAppstlesi decreed, that all Churches .shoaJd' be subject to 
(Rome,. and should, hold the.. doctrines and: practices that, 
sheinaw propuunds. If, that can. be shown in the .great 
charter of tbayChuroh,.taea, in. the name of God, .let it be i 
ishown.by tbose- who.can siow it, and let us and all Pro- 
testants submit t to. the. Chnrch of Rome;, but ifuo such 
thing can he shown in Godi charter to his Chnrch — if the 
subjection which was imposed on the Church of Ireland in ; 
the 12th century have no foundation except in the,. forgery 
on which, it was actually based— then let that subjection be : 
cast to tbe winds with Ahe forgery itself. 

This is the teat to which we h«*e baen^o long inviting: 
our Roman Cajhalie-feUew-coDDtryaaen, t»-oemtv This is i 
wbat-Dr. CUlestfeass. and shriufa, from In hjerlate pas- 
toral. Let Roman Gatholics now. conaid*r- which, paxty 
acts, like men who have truth; on- their side.. 

Dr. GaJlen, tries to maintain whauwes aottuaUy estaap- 



lishedon a forgery: let him. come forward and show, if 
he can, that it has aawthiag better, »kan/o»gery to jrest on. 



ETHICA CHRISTIANA. 
Wkextrafi the foiloiwnffrslmarkahlB instance of ^he fatal 
power of siaf-'Wusion irti a mind eiacated i» a false sys- 
leawof mosality, from m artieleijLMo. 166 of tbe Edin- 
burgh Ketfew on the peetal jurrsayndance ol^Gennany, in 
which the reviewer gives the narrative at length from the 

• works of Anselm von Fenerbaoh, an eminent judge who 
long presided in the highest criminal court of Bavaria, 
j«d .whose *sp*altio«,of thegeneral criminal law is a text- 
book throughout Germany. It would appear that tbe 

.case in all its details had come judicially before the nar. 
"rator himself: — 

" A small farm called Thomaahof, in the village of Lauter- 
*aoh; near Batiaboa, was inhabited in 1807 by a Roman Catho- 
lic curate of tbe parish, and also the proprietor uf tbe farm, 
and a- widow ihhwkI Franenkn«cht, and her two daugBttw, 
Magdaiena aad Catherine, one- a^ed nineteen, and the other 
eleven vears. The Frauankneckt family had been the former 
-ownwa of the farm, and had sold it to Kiembauer ; and being 
on terms of "great intimacy with him, continued to reside there. 
All enjoyed in a high degree tha esteem of their neighbours. 
The widow and her daughters were respected for their integrity 
aad. industry, and loved for the softness of their manners, and 
twe use the wordsof Kiembauer) ' theautteiic kindness of their 
dispositions.' The younger daughter, Catherine, showed an 
jotelligence far beyond her sge. Kiembauer himself passed for 
a model of apostolic fervour, charity, and simplicity. Be was 
born in 1770, and therefore was in bis thirty-eighth year at the 
eonrmencem.-ni of onr narratives He- was the so* of a day- 
labourer, a -station lower in thateeaatry, whtrealm-^t every omk 
has . some laml, than that of an Koglish farm-servant. The 
first years of bis boyhood he passed as « shepherd's boy, bat 
before he was thirteen he felt the power and tbe amhitionto 
rise higher. Witn the assistance of some instruction from his 
clergyman, he-obtained admission to tbe public seminary of 
Kalisbon, and in 1795 was ordained. He had a fine person, 
was an eloquent preaeher, was aeatooe, active, and kind in his 
intercourse with his. parishioners, aad was honoured, says 
Feuerbaoh, as a half-glorified saint. It was believed, indeed, 
and. he encouraged the belief, that he bad, strange eommuniea. 
.^ions with the spiritual world. 3ottls,froui purgatory visited his 
■ebamber, imploied a mass from him, and were released as soon 
as it had been said. He saw them himself fluttering towards 
heaven in the form of doves. Sometimes, when he was abroad 
at night in the duties of his cure, they danced before him like 
fiery exhalatioiis-t-Hu the:boeev as he-sopposed, to receive his 
lieutfdictiua ; and ranged-ibeuiselveB on his right or on his left 
as he extended his hand. Until his ptjrehase-of the Thomaahof 
-farm he bad avoided all worldly engagements, and dedicated his 
leisure to literature and spiritual exercises. After that period be 
devoted much of it to tbe labours of the farm, which lie appears 
to have-perforra«d himself, with little- assistance except from 
the widi.w and her daughters. Against the- tew persons who 
thought it anbeeomingtbat a priest shoul4«r.t as a ploughman 
oragroura, he-defended hiinaelf-by the.deciattiasof theCottn- 
eH' of- Carthage aud the- antoority. of Saiut Kpiphanius, 
,»nd his parrahieuers in . general th«tu«ht it a proof -otapostolio 
butuility. To bis humility also it was attributed that he never 
looked any one in tlw lace; aud walked witli a sunk head, 
downeastaud half-closed eyes, and hands fol ed over Ins breast. 
'In June, 1807, be passed in Munich, with great distinction, the 
'examination which candidates for eeclesiaaticsi preferment 
undergo in- Bavaria. In th* beginning of ISuHlie obtained 
the benefice of Priel, some mile* front. Lauerbach, sold the 
.Thanssafa.if farm, and removed, with the tfraueukuecht family, 
smvtber aud daughters, to his new pacsonage. In June, 1809, 
jlha metber and tlie elder daughter died within a few days ofone 
aaot he r, after short dlnesses. 

" Magdaiena, the elder daughter, bad filled the place of 
a Pfarrkoekim. (minister's cook), iu Rietnbauer's house- 
hold, and on her death he earnestly endeavoured to persuade 
-Catherine,' the younger daughter, now about thirteen, to supply 
her- place. She refased, left the pamonage, and lived as a ser- 
vant, first with hia brother, and afterwards in severai other 
.ptasea. All those, with. wh»mi sh* lived were struck with trie 
contrast of her general cheerfulness aud her occasional, anxiety 
.aad gk>»u. Asab* grew, older, her periods of disturbance 
, became. more frecfueut and more terrible. She could not bear 
to .be alone. She spok-e sometimes about a i'e«aale whose re- 
' collection haunted ber, and whose figure pursued her wherever 
she went. She could not sleep by herself ; frightful appear- 
ances visited her if she attempted it. At length she confessed 
to on»of berfellsw-serrants that she-was, uppressedt>y a dread- 

• fAt«*cret, aodwa* advised -by -bwr-to-eoHsult her priest. Sate 
f dlowed this advice, and revealed** faursptmoal director that, 

taaete, years, hefVircy BaembawarlSut mawdereaVa.weflaaa. Tbat 
i the only witnesses were-heftadf, bar toot her, and her sister, and 
.that since their death, Bianabanar aad, herself had become the 
,sole depositories, of tlia-aeoret.: The, priest consulted several of 
, his brethren, aad, by their advice, directed her to be silent, *ud 
'to. leave Kiembauer to the punishment of God. Butailenee 
' was too painful; and the had recourse to anotber priest, to whom 
-she repeated- her- story, and to whom she told also that Rieta- 
ba-uer bad -appropriated the 'whole fortune of ber family. His 
adviaeoas also .t»-say txHhing. 

OatheriDB'a iatteileet was, bewever, teo clear to be 
-csoeaiedtythBt'sophistry or 1 he (spritaV corps whkhmost 
'.haves s s a W sed ber spiritual teachers. In 1&18, when. she 
- was ss«r*nt*en .years old; she laieV4ser statement beferetfae 
tri U snal of Landshut ; but; as-th* Bavarian law did net 
allow ber to be sworn until she was eightoeoj no proceed- 
isarsiseem to have followed during that year. In 1614, 
bsrviavf adtained the a^»tow***ii that law ascribes ress- 
:eityi she repeated it at* oath, aad* regular jndioial ia- 
'oejtry was founded on it. 

IHre-foltowing are thwtnaterhrl parts of Catherine's de- 
position : — 

"'la 3 une, 1807, when Priest Kiembauer and my sister wen 
in Munich, tbe oae. to iaaa aa exanuoation, the other to laasn 
eookiog, a woanux, about twaiity-twoyeara old, of large, power- 
ful make, and exceedingly handsome, came to our hooee,*ad 
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Inquired for the print, whom aha called her cousin. Finding 
him absent, she went into hie room, behaved there as if the 
had been mistress of it, and looked through all the drawers in 
search of money. She spent the night with us, and left a 
sealed letter directed to him. When I mentioned the circum- 
stance to him on his return, he said thet she was his cousin, 
and that he owed her money. A few months after, on the even- 
ing of the 1st of November, 1807 (the day was ascertained as 
being that of the great Catholic Feast of All Souls), the priest 
and my sister were in the house, and my mother and I were 
returning from field work. As we approached we heard a noise 
in the upper room, inhabited by the priest, and scarcely knew 
whether it were Isnghing or crying, but it sounded more like 
crying. At the door we met my sister running down the stairs, 
and she told us that a strange woman had come to visit the 
priest, that they had gone into his room, that she had looked 
through the keyhole, and had seen him come behind the woman 
as she was seated, and draw her head backwards and attempt 
to cut her throat. While my sister on the steps was telling us 
this, the crying continued, and we hesrd the priest say, " My 
girl, repent your sins, for you must die," and we heard another 
v sice say, " Frank, do notdo it :leaveineroy life; I'll never oome to 
you again for money." My mother and sister ran into our room 
below. I ran up-stairs, and saw through the keyhole a woman 
lying on the ground bleeding and convulsed, and Riembauer 
sitting or kneeling by her, and pressing her throat with both 
his hands. I ran down into our room, and told my mother 
and sister what 1 had seen; and while they were doubting 
whether they should call in the neighbours, the priest came 
down stairs to us, his apron covered with blood, with a razor 
also bloody in his band. He told ns that this woman had 
borne him a child, that she had asked him for between one or 
two hundred florins, and threatened him, if he refused it, to 
denounce him to his ecclesiastical superiors, and that, as he 
could not furnish the money, he had killed her. I ran into his 
room, and found the woman, whom I recognised as our visitor 
in the summer, lyin<! in her blood, her throat cut through, and 
lifeless. My mother protested that she would tell all, and when 
the priest fell on his knees before her, said thst her silence 
would do no good, since the neighbours must have seen the 
stranger and heard the noise. He now threatened to destroy 
himself; took a cord from the stable and ran into the wood. 
My mother and sister followed him, and believing that he really 
wonld hang himself, and that his suicide would only make the 
misfortune greater, they at length promised concealment. He 
proposed to bury the body in a small room adjoining an out- 
house which he had lately built ; and accordingly, between 
twelve and one nt night, dug the grave there, dragged the body 
down-stairs, threw it, clothed as it was, into the grave, and 
covered it with earth. One shoe fell off by the way, and 1 saw 
our house-dog tearing it the next morning. Biembauer did not 
begin to wash out the blood in his room until the next day, and 
then it bad sunk in too deep to yield to water. I borrowed s 
plane, therefore, from the next cottage, and be endeavoured im 
plane oat the stains To the neighbours who asked what had 
occasioned so much noise and crying in our house all night, 
we answered, by Rierabauer's order, that we had been lamenting 
our father's death, and some loss of property which had fol- 
lowed it.' 

" She went on to say, that after this event Biembauer did not 
live happily with her mother and sister, tbat her sister had of- 
ten threatened to leave him, that he was in constant fear of 
their betraying him, and that finally he had destroyed their 
evidence by poisoning them. Her grounds for this belief were 
the suddenness of their deaths, his having suffered no priest or 
medical man to approach them, and her sister's death having 
immediately followed her taking a drangbt from his hand. 
She was sure, too, that he had intended to destroy herself. 
Her Bi9ter told ber that Riembauer had said that he would 
give three or four hundred florins to get rid of Catherine ; for 
she was getting cleverer everyday, and in time there would be 
no buying her silence. He had promised her an enormous 
sum if she would stay with him ; and when she told him, at her 
departure, that she had forgotten nothing, he had replied, 
' You will not get the best of it if yon betray me. Your 
mother and sister are dead, and I shall say that it was they 
who murdered the woman.' 

Such a charge, brought by a mere girl against a man 
of Rierabauer's respectable station and high character, 
obtained at first little belief. It was supposed to be the 
strange and frightful product of a diseased imagination. 
This accounts for the absence of any judicial inquiries 
during the long period between the first and second infor- 
mation. The accuser, however, showed so much calm- 
ness and intelligence ; the story, with all its strangeness, 
was so clear, consistent, and detailed, that when, after 
tbe interval of a year, it was repeated, the court could not 
refuse to act on it. Riembauer was shortly after ar- 
rested, a female skeleton having been found in the small 
room near the outhouse, as described by Catherine, 
of which the teeth were perfect and remarkably 
beautiful, and the bones of the hands wanting. We 
have not space to narrate the ingenious stories re- 
sorted to by Riembauer to explain and account for 
these corroborations of Catherine's story, and endea- 
vour to transfer the guilt to her mother and sister Mag- 
dalena, whom he asserted to have been the real murderers. 
Feuerbach had repeated interviews with Riembauer, in 
which he in vain attempted to induce bim to confess his 
guilt, confronting him with the several witnesses who had 
given evidence against him. On these occasions, which 
were, according to the German mode of criminal proceed, 
ings, part of a protracted inquiry, rather than of a trial, 
Riembauer generally acted the part of a persecuted 
Christian, who bears with patience the falsehoods and the 
misrepresentations by which he is assailed. If he some- 
times broke into the sadden anger of a calumniated man, 

j n _ sta . ntly »pologized, and relapsed into the mild tone 
and half smile which marked his usual demeanor. Some- 
times, indeed, in a confrontation, ha assumed tbe dignity 



of a preacher, and rebuked the witnesses for their per- 
jury; sometimes he burst into laughter at tbe absurdity 
of their inventions ; and sometimes he wept over his own 
oppressed and defenseless state— a prey to all bis own 
enemies and to all those of the Church, inspired and 
directed by Satan himself j and sometimes he had recourse 
to the most vehement asseverations. 

"'If he stood ou the scaffold,' he said, 'with a thousand 
devils before him, he could only repeat with his last 
breath his former story. His heart,' he assured the 
judge, ' was as spotless as snow. He only wished that his bosom 
were transparent. How was it possible that a priest could 
commit murder, and continue his priestly functions, knowing, 
as he must know; tbat tbe murder made him ipto facto irregu- 
lar and excommunicated, and guilty of a fresh and mortal sin 
whenever he administered the sacraments ? Was it conceivable 
that any man in his senses would toucb the divine elements 
with hands stained with innocent blood, and incur the proba- 
bility of temporal punishment and the certainty of eternal 
damnation?' " 

One of those examinations was so remarkable, and 
curiously illustrative of criminal examinations in Ger- 
many, that we cannot help transcribing it : — 

"It began at four in the afternoon of the 1st of November, tbe 
anniversary of the murder. From that time until midnight 
the judge strove to convince his understanding, by showing tbe 
separata and the cumulative force of the evidence against bim. 
and to rouse his conscience, by urging tbe wickedness as well 
as the folly of persisting in falsehood. For eight consecutive 
hours he remained apparently unaffected. At length the judge 
suddenly raised a cloth, under which lay a human skull. 
' This,' he said, 'is the skull of Anna Eichstaedter, still re- 
markable by these rows of beautiful teeth.' Riembauer sprang 
up from his chair, looked wildly at the judge, bat immediately 
resumed bis composure and his fixed smile, placed himself so 
as to avoid looking at the skull in front, and answered, ' My 
conscience is at ease. This day eight years, as I returned 
from Pirkwang, 1 found that skull, and tbe body of which it 
formed a part, lying dead in my room. If it could speak, it 
woald say, Riembauer was my friend, not my murderer. Yon 
see tbat I breathe freely in ils presence. I am not a criminal, 
bat a victim.' When the whole of that long day's examination 
had been read over and signed by him, the judge again Jed him 
in front of the skull, and again exhorted him to repent and 
confess. He was not unaffected, but soon resumed his tran- 
quillity and his smile, and exclaimed, addressing tbe skull, ' Oh 1 
if you could S|>eak, yoa would prove ray veracity.' " 

At length, on the 26th of October, 1816, the inquiry 
was terminated, and the papers were sent to Munich for 
the decision of tbe superior court ; the court which in- 
quires, and that which decides, being in that country 
always distinct. On the 1st of October, 1817 (the date 
is material, as showing the pace at which justice moves 
in Germany), the matter came on for discussion by tbe 
superior court. How long tbat discussion would have 
lasted, or what would have been the decision, we do not 
know, for, on the eighth day it was interrupted by a com- 
munication tbat the prisoner desired an audience. Feuer- 
bach, who was a man of great powers both of reasoning 
and persuasion, found his resolution was giving way, and 
again went over all the improbabilities, inconsistencies, 
and detected falsehoods of his story, and again reproaohed 
him with his folly, the wickedness, and the degradation 
of persisting in untruth, and again urged him to relieve 
his conscience by a full confession. At last Riembauer, 
broken down, both physically and mentally, now gave up 
the contest. 

"'Yes,' he said, 'Mr. Commissioner, yon are right. 
My health ia sinking every day, and 1 feel tliat the best 
thing that I can now do is to admit my guilt. But while I 
take this decided step, let me implore the royal protection for 
my innocent children. And now you may take down my con- 
fession. Catherine's evidence is essentially true. It wsb 1 
who deprived Anna tichstaedter of life.' " 

The confession lasted through thirteen audiences. The 
material facts of that portion which Feuerbach has re- 
ported, are as follows : — 

" ' The letters that I received from Anna Eichstaedter filled 
me with terror. Unless I would provide for tho child, and 
receive her into my house, she threatened to denounce me to 
my ecclesiastical superiors. The'resnlt of my visit to ber at 
Katisbon increased my alarm. I explained to her my pecuniary 
embarrassments, and the impossibility of my receiving her; but 
she would listen to no excuses, and could be convinced by no 
arguments. My honour, my position, my powers of being use- 
ful—all tbat I valued in tbe world was at stake. 1 often re- 
flected on the principle laid down by my old tutor. Father 
Benedict Saltier, in his Elhica Chritliana, a principle which he 
often explained to his young clerical pupils—" That it is lawful 
to deprive another of life, if that be the only means of preserv- 
ing one's own honour and reputation. For honour is more 
valuable than life ; and if it be lawful to protect one's life by 
destroying an assailant, it must obviously be lawful to use 
similar means to protect one's honour." My case appeared to 
me to fall preciaely within this principle. I thought if this 
wicked woman should pursue me to Lauterbach, and do what 
she threatens, my honour is lost. I shall be disgraced through- 
out the diocese, the consistory will remove me, and my property 
will perish for want of my superintendence. Father Battler's 
principle became, therefore, my dictamen praettcum ; but though, 
from the lime of my return from liatisbon until the perpetra- 
tion of the act, it was never out of ray thoughta, 1 had not ar- 
ranged any plan for carrying it into execution. 

" ' The day of payment of the allowance for the child arrived 
and passed, and 1 could not send it. lhad it not, and was unable 
to borrow it; and I lived in constant terror of Eichstaedter's 
appearance. At length, on the evening of All Soul's Day, as 1 
was returning to my house with Magdalena, I saw a woman 
enter before us, whom I recognised as Eichstaedter. I over- 
took her in tbe passage, and took her up-stairs. Battler's pre- 



cept rushed on my mind ; I was tempted to throw her down 
from the landing-place. And even now I cannot tell what pre- 
vented me. Perhaps it occurred to me that she might not be 
killed by the Ml, and then matters would be worse than before. 
When we got into my room she renewed her demand, tbat the 
child's maintenance should be paid, and that I should take her 
into my house ; and I showed to her again and again that 
neither the one nor the other was possible. Finding her deaf 
to all reasoning, I left her on some pretext, went down stairs, 
and armed myself with a knife and a razor. In doing this, I 
scarcely think that 1 was a free agent. Perplexity for the pre- 
sent, and terror for the future— horror at the necessity of 
acting on Battler's principle, and inability to find any other 
means of extrication— so confused me, that I hardly knew what 
I was about. When I came back, she began again to storm and 
to threaten; and I came behind ber as she was sitting, and 
tried to stab her in the throat with tbe knife. It was too blunt, 
and I let it fall and attempted to strangle her. It was then 
tbat I told her to repent, for that she must die, and that she 
prayed so earnestly for her life. I failed again, and then took 
the razor from my pocket, and made a deep cut in her neck. 
I immediately saw that this wound was mortal. She remained 
standing -for an instant or two, and I said, 'Anna, I beg for- 
giveness from God and from yon. You would have it so. Pray 
to Ood to forgive your sins, and I will give you absolution. 
And I gave her absolntion — this being a canu neeatitatit. She 
was now beginning to fall, and I supported her under tbe arms, 
and laid ber down softly on tbe floor. 1 knelt by her side, and 
gave her spiritual consolation until her breath was flown. Two 
days after, I buried her ; and as the hands had stiffened in an 
attitude of entreaty, tbey rose above the grave, and 1 was forced 
to remove them. 1 have nothing more to relate about this 
melancholy event, except that I have frequently applied 
masses to her soul, end that ber death has always been a source 
of grief to me, though the motives which led me to effect it 
were praiseworthy. These motives — my only motives— were 
to save the credit of my honourable profession, and to prevent 
tbe many evils and crimes which a scandalous exposure must 
have occasioned. Had I not stood so high with my people, 1 
would have submitted to that exposure. But if the faults of a. 
priest, revered as I was, had been revealed, many men would 
have thought that my example justified their sins — others 
would have lost confidence in their clergy — and some, perhaps, 
might bare thought religion a fable. As these calamities could 
be prevented only by the getting rid of Anna Eichstaedter, I was 
forced to get rid of her. The end was good— her death was the 
only means. Therefore, I cannot believe that it was a crime. 
The same motive induced me to endure, year after year, the 
misery of a dungeon. As soon as 1 had reason to believe it to 
be the will of God that I should myself reveal what I had done, 
1 made a full confession." ' 

So corrupt, indeed, was Rierabauer's moral sense, that 
he believed even his hyppcrisy to have been a virtue. 

"'My failings,' be said, 'so far as they were failings, 
were tbe incidents of my position. They were the failings of 
celibacy (ctelibatuueuden). They never disturbed my con- 
science ; for I could defend tbem, both by reasoning and by 
examples taken from ecclesiastical history, and I think that I 
deserve credit for having so managed my conduct aa to give no 
public offence." ' 

On the 1st of August, 1818, more than five years after 
the trial began, and about eight months after it might 
hare been supposed to have terminated by Riembauer's 
confession, judgment was pronounced. He was declared 
guilty of murder, and sentenced to indefinite imprisonment 
In a fortress. 

If the Church of Rome had not prescribed celibacy to 
her priests, this man would probably have been, to all out- 
ward appearance, one of her ornaments. But when he 
found the discipline of his Church opposed to his passions, 
the vehemeno of his will impelled him to elude restraints 
to which an bumble mind would have submitted. He en- 
gaged in the most fatal of attempts, the attempt to deceive 
his conscience ; and . his ingenuity and his casuistical 
knowledge and experience enabled him to succeed in 
that unhappy contest. He persuaded himself that what 
the rest of the world calls profligacy was necessarily in- 
cidental to his priestly profession. His relations with bis 
different mistresses he considered as temporary marriages ; 
and he satisfied their scruples and his own by solemnising 
them with the rites of his Church. Catherine saw him go 
through this ceremony with her sister Magdalena. His 
numerous illegitimate children he appears to have pro- 
vided for to the utmost extent of his means. The event, 
indeed, showed that only on this condition could he escape 
exposure ; but while he could do this their birth did not 
disturb him. 

"' I considered, 'hesaid/themaUer often and deeply.I thought 
on the remark of Saint Clement of Alexandria, that man is never 
so obviously the image of God as when he assists God in the 
creation of a human being. To do so cannot be against tbe 
will of God, since thereby the number of the elect may he in- 
creased; nor against the will of the Church, since it adds one 
to tbe number of her communion ; nor against tbat of the 
State, which gains a citizen ami a subject. My conscience, 
therefore, gave me no uneasiness.'" 

We readily believe that it gave him none. He was able to 
extract from what has been called the oracle within tbe 
breast whatever responses he wished for. And this is 
the most instructive part of his story. He is the most re- 
markable instance tbat we know of tbe power and the 
danger of self-deception, as well as of the practical results 
of the fatal principles of Jesuitism. Other men have 
committed ciinies as atrocious and premeditated as those 
of Riembauer, and with as little remorse; but their con- 
science has been made torpid by ignorance and brutal 
uoreflection, or has been seduced by example, or has been 
perverted by tbe flattery and apparent sympathy of those 
around them. The great mass of uneducated criminals 
belong tothe first or the second class; tyrants, whether royal 
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casuists mud V perversion of the ancient fathers, be -had 
constructed for himself, would not b» accepted by the< 
seeiety in which he lived. His worst crimes, indeed,' 
arose from .bis- belief that if his general conduct were. 
known he would be despised and degraded. He had no 
external aid in. his contest with conscience ; yet so eom- 
plvhv was his victory that he forced her to admit the 
atUet-gioring sophistry, and to sanction the foulest crimes 
— pwfligaey, robbery, perjury, and murder. 

The remarks of the able reviewer here appear to as to 
be 'welt worthy the attention of every one who practises the 
May of self-examination, and is honestly on the watch 
against being the dupe of his own ingenuity — u We are 
Inclined to believe, that if a man sets seriously to work to 
argue with his conscience there is scarcely any error into 
which he cannot seduce her. Under no circumstances 
dees she appear to c* an infallible adviser ; but when- she 
opposes she is generally a safe one. She frequently is 
mistaken when she actively approves, still more fre- 
quently when she barely acquiesces ; but when she yields 
liter a struggle she is almost always wrong." 

But what shall we say of the principles of Father Bene- 
dict Sattler, whose work on "Christian Ethics" furnished 
this atrocious criminal with the means of self-deception, 
and the intellectual opiates which lulled his conscience 
into a state of worse than inaetivity — of the most fatal 
perversion. We have not seen the work ; but Feuerbach 
describes it as consisting of six large volumes of Ji-suitical 
e*soi»try, and adds that it is a favourite textbook in 
many places of ecclesiastical education in the sooth of 
Germany. We should scarcely believe that any work 
pretending to the name of " Christian morals" could have 
laid down a principle so fatal to society as ".that it is 
lawful to deprive another ot life, if that be the only means 
■Of preserving one's own honour and reputation," bat that 
the Provincial letters of the celebrated Blaise Pascal have 
proved that Father Settler's principles have been taught 
Dy many other writers of the Jesuit school. In the seventh 
of his provincial letters, Pascal quotes many writings of 
the Jesuit fathers, to show that it is " lawful to kill those 
who would injure us in property and character," and on 
hU suggesting the question whether there was not an ex- 
ception in the case of ecclesiastics, he introduces bis Jesuit 
teacher as thus replying :— 

" ' What say yon ?' exclaimed the monk. ' Do you then sup- 
pose that it would be reasonable that those who ongbt of all 
men to be m<>st respected should alone be exposed to thejuno* 
fence of the wicked? Our fathers have provided against that 
disorder; for Tanner declares tbat ' Churchmen, and even 
monks, are permitted to sill, fur the purpose of defending not 
onry their lives, but their property, and that of their community.' 
Molina, Escobar, Becsn, Reginald, Layman, Lessius, and 
others, hold the same language- Nay, according to our cele- 
brated. Father Lamy, priests and monk9 may lawfully prevent 
these who woold injure them by calumnies from carrying their * 
ill designs into effect, by putting them to death. Care, how- 
ever, must be always taken to direct the intention properly. 
His words are : ' An ecclesiastic or a monk may warrantable 
kill a defamer who threatens to publish the scandalous crimes 
of bis community, or bis own crimes, when there is no other 
Way of stopping him; if, for instance, he is prepared to circu- 
late) his calumnies unless promptly despatched. For, in these 
circumstances, as the monk would be allowed to kill one who 
threatened to take his life, he is also warranted to kill him who 
WSuld deprive him of his reputation or his property, in the 
same way as tbe men of the world.' 

" ' I was not aware of that,' said I ; ' in faet, I have 'been ac- 
customed, simply enough, to believe the very reverse, without 
reflecting on the matter, in consequence of having beard that 
Use Church had each an abhorrence at bloodshed as not even 
to permit ecclesiastical judges to attend in criminal cases.' 

"'' Never mind that,' he replied ; ' our Father Lamy has com 
ptetery proved the doctrioe I have lsid down, although, with a 
humility which sits uncommonly well on so great a man, lie 
idbmiis it to tbe judgment of his judicious readers.' " 

We think we may safely stop here, and submit the 
whole of this painful subject to the judgment of oar judi- 
cious readers, with this single observat inn. 

Is not the sad narrative we have given an instructive 
commentary upon tbe text, " Take hoed that the light 
that is in tbee be no' darkness ?" 



■tORE AUTHORITIES AGAINST THE IMMA- 
CULATE CONCEPTION. 
Fmhaps our Roman Catholic readers are tired of hear- 
ing evident* on this subject. They may feel uncom 
fartable, when made aware that *x» many great Fathers, 
bright lights, and eminent saints of tbe Church, taught 
a^doatriue which it is now heresy to believe. But, 
then, they may think, Rome has spoken ; and what 
Matter though the Fathers were left in ignorance, if the 
infallible successor of St. Peter has been inspired to 
kaww the true doctrine; and to reveal it to ttW faithful 
of the I Srth century? 

Bat, this will not do. The Pope has, indeed, taken 
sAaon him to announce the doctrine as divinely revealed j 
•ad if he bad stepped there, the question of opposing 
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We ask them, therefore, -to-read *be ■fods s wi u g — t he- 
Trltfew, eoHeeted by no Protestant, but by a Saint of the 
Romish Church, Antoninus, Archbishop of Florence in i 
the loth century, an eminent divine, canonised in the 1 
following century by Adrian VI. In his eUborate work, 
.Swamo Thsologut, (Lugd. 1542), parti., title viii., ch 2, 
he discusses the question of the Immaculate Conception 
at length. '* If the Scriptures," lie says, " be duly con- 
sidered, and the sayings of the Doctor*,- ancient and 
modern, who hiive been most devoted to the glorious 
Virgin, it is pUia from their words tbat the smu am- 
cewed savaM."* 

His first witness is 6t Aagustine, who, in his work 
D« Pcrfcctione- Ju*titi*t cap- xi. 44, says— -' Whoever 
thinks there has been, or is, in this lite, 6nn man or 
men, except the one Mediator' between God and Men, 
who needs nut remission of sins: he goes atrainst Holy 
Scripture, wherein the Apostle says, Rom. v. 12, 
' By one man sin entered into this world, and by sin, 
death; and so death passed upon all men in whom all 
have sinned.' And he must impiously say that there 
may be men free and saved from sin, without Christ as 
mediator to free and to save tb- m."* 

Again, in bis work, lie Nnpih* el Concuphcentin, 
lib. l. cap. xii., 13, he says that, by being miraculously 
conceived, our Lord taught, "that alt flesh bom of 
ordinary generation it sinful; inasmuch as that flesh 
aioie, which was not bora thence, was not sinful 
flesh."* 

[This passage, and those from SS. Gregory and 
Anselm (below), are especially valuable, as assigning 
the reason why the Virgin cannot be. and why her 
Blessed Son is, an exception to the law of original sin.] 

Another witness is St. Ambrose, who says, ia his Com- 
mentary on St. Cuke, "Of ah that are banvtrf^roasaa, 
the holy Lord Jesus was the only one who experienced ' 
not l*» cont a g ion of earthly corruption, by reason of the 
novelty ot his immaculate birth j and by his heavenly 
majesty repelled it."* 

St. Hilary is adduced by St. Augustine (contra Julian 
Pelag.) to the same effect. " All fl'sh it of tin, exrept 
that which came in the likeness of sinful flesh, without 
sin. '' So also ure SS. Ircnaeus, Cyprian, Olympius, 
Ambrose, Gregory Naaianaen, Basil, and Jerome.*' 

FroneSt.Leo, Popo, a. b. 440, lie brings the following: 
" As the' Lord found none free from guilt, so He came 
to liberate ull." h 

And from St. Gregory the Great : "He [Christ] waa 
verily pure in his flesh, because He came not of carnai 
pleasure.'' ' 

Coming down to le<s ancient testimonies, St Anto- 
ninus finds stronger statements still. The great mme 
of St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, a.d. IU93, 
gives weight to the following explicit statement, con- 
tained in his work, Car Deus homo: — "Although the 
conception of the m*n Christ was pure, and free from 
the sin of carnal pleasure; yet the Virgin herself waa 
eonctimd in tafr/^ittu; and in sin did her mother con- 
ceive her."i 

° See TaNeU Jan. 27, 18*4, or Cavuolic Uius for Tebrmarj, 
same year, w IS, Is*. 

* Si bene con«iUereotur Scripture* tt dieta dodorum wUifnorum et 
moilemomm qui fnerunt devonasinit Vir^itil g|.«ri"*ie, m iii'«ate|>atet 
ex verbis aornm, iptctfa in peecato originatt ctmeepuxmf nitre. 

« "Qalsqala fubvse vei esw In rise vi» a aHqLieu liotiilrlrfnl vel allqnos 
hmntiics put^t, vxeepto nno Medtmorc Uvfl et iKiminam, qatbua unn 
luit neeessnrta reml-^ pecc4Uironi, eontririus est divtu« bertptunB,'* 
Ac. Upeia, td. Bened. Paris, IS*', Tom x., p. 1»S 

* •• Omuem qiiai do e-iacuidtu aaaeilur canKtu esse psoeatf ; qaando- 
quldem sola quw non inde nata eat, noo fu:t caiv peecati." — t'jin. x., 
v. *87 

< Lib. II., n. tt.—" Solas ex tiarts Ae remhia a inerus dentines Jems, 
qui terrena e»i t ixta corrupt- all ninaeaUti p«nu4o>iv;cate non sennit, 
et caXesil uajeaUte dapuiit."— Ostra, r.d Beset. Porfc., IMS, Tern. 
1 , \m u 

J St. Aatontuns gives the worts as to I iws:— '* Ex p^eeato est 
oinuis cant, pnater dUm qi<a veiiit in si nintudin" caruls peecati 
sine peccato:" wtitcli Is in siiws'anre the ?aioo ta wh:rt St. Au^dntln^ 
qaiHes a, frent 8c Hilary, aa>tn-t .lu'u.1 ( tb 1 , Op Tom. x., oOl u). 
" Qata ex peeva'o omnia earit est/' ate. I tie pat* ia> referred t*» I ■, ac- 
cording to ma Beaedlettne e iters «tf S Ud.i>7 lit «h w<.ra Ot Trtni- 
late, lib. X., it iUuer.i, Par a, I USX, p. >0»t 0-, »ot« in). 

a Compare beading of Lib li , eoutri Itt .an Pelag.— w Centra 
originate peeeatuio argument.* euure lit anct .mate . . . Irvnati, 
Cyprl^nl, ttett li, Oljn.plt, HI aid, Gt,soiI H .s ant.'nl, Ambnajll, 
HasMil, dobanaN &m*tamtnopo!lt*nt [CoryauaUun }, lilnoceQtt% pres- 
bytert Hlenmyrni."— 8. Ana-, op. Tom . x. 

* "S;cut artttu Dadum (»omiau>] libentm reperit, its liberandlt 
omnibus vent!."— Serin, do Mahv. xx , cap, I., Oi«rra. Paria, 1816, 
Tom. I., p. I4J. 

I "solu«fttedemptor! inearn*aiiaveremundiiaextirtt,.qulanecper 
e^rnalem ne'le.'tatto lent vanil."— Mnralia, at, cap. uttiia. Up. TlfOX, 
I.. p ) .1 D., Bd. Heaio*. Pari-, 1704 

S " Licet ipsa dtomiuU (Clin«i»J asneeptie ait mund* «• aksqaeear- 
nails deLctaiioiiia peccatu ; Virgo tjmeo ipsa in ioiijuttMtiousonneepU 
t-st, et tu peccatu, oaieepit earn nutarejua." — Opera, i>. Si, coL I. A., 
Ed. Iteasd. Parts, lira. 
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kttr, yvLVA.', wtfT, 111), aayt. ittW Bad Sermo n ot f tbb 
Asntnttdn; tbar "tbe- Blessed Vxrfi a waa elemnni 
Jjfam attgfrol h« by tbe sole grace of *3od."* 
r [TbiaaaaxtZies that she was eeaettoealM sua, and needed 
'ajapTurng] 

t Fo»>tB» opinion of Peter' Lorabaidv tbe. Maate*' of. tbat 
Be rT s oaec a, he refers ta ths>. p assag e ^amoag otbeta) 
arbsch we owoted iaoo* January number, page 6. 
■ We pass' over the decisive passages next quoted, fretn 
SS 1 . Thomas Aqnrnas and Bonaventara, as our reader* 
will find in our last article passages sufficient to show 
the opinions of these great theologians ; and we invito 
attention to St. Antouiaus's next author. Peter de 
Taraataias, afterwards (a.o. 1276) Pope innocent V. 
)n bis Commentary on the Sentences (Sent. III. diss. 
Hi.), he discusses tlie degree of saactifination proper to 
the Blessed Virgin. To be sanctified before conception; 
he pronounce* impossible: " to be saactided s'a the very 
conception and birth is the singular prerogative of tbe 
Holy of' Holies, in whom alone the sanctification waa 
simultaneous. It remains, therefore, that she teas 
sanctified in her birth, net in her conception ; and 
it may be piously believed, though not foudd in Scripy 
ture, shortly after animation." ' 

This opinion is adopted by Hervssus, Durandos, 
Ouraadellas, Joannes Neapolitanus, an.t others of the 
Dominican order. Mtny of the Franciscans, too, fot- 
lowingSt. Bonaventara, have written to the same effect. 

We shall not follow St. Antoninus through the re- 
mainder ot the chapter, in which he discusses the argu- 
ments on the opposite side — mainly those of Joanne* 
Scoiua ; and unswers them from tbe works of the writer! 
named above. The conclusion he arrives at is, that the 
former opinion is to be preferred, yet to be so hull as to be 
readily laid aside should the Church determine the 
contrary." 

And this leads as back to the paint whence ww 
started. Wuat wtuld St. Antoninus do were he now 
alive ? He is rea ly, as we see, to bow to an authorita- 
tive decision of the question in the affirmative, in spite 
of the consent of the Fathers anil Doctors to the nega- 
tive. Bat, in what a dilemma is he place I, when the 
decision comes, made by a decree, which asserts their 
consent to be to the affirmative I How can he accept 
the Letter Apostolic as an authority for the doctrine, 
when it states, as matter of fact, to establish that doo- 
trine, what he knows, and in his learned work bat 
proved, to be false? 

And Cm any Koinan Catholic, whose mind is acces- 
sible to truth, refuse to admit the inference? The credit 
of the decree is overthrown by the proved falsehood of 
the assertions it contains : with the decree falls the doc- 
trine which it protnuLatea; and with the doctrine falls 
the theory of tbe Pope's infallibility. 

But this is not all. The consent of the Father* 
against the Pope's new doctrine not merely exposes the 
fateehood of the statement in his decree : but further, it 
is fatal te the doctrine itself, for it proves it to be un- 
oatholic, and therefore untrue. The new dogma is no 
part of "the faith once delivered to the sain.e,'' and re- 
ceived "always, everywhere, and by all.'' Tins has 
always been felt as a difficulty by K»raan .Catholic 
writers who maintained the Immaculate Conception; 
but it was not, until the 8th December, lrj64, an in- 
superable difficulty. For example, Mduhior Canus, in 
his work, Dt Sanctorum Auetoritate, lib. vii. cap. i>, 
discusses the question, raised by Erasmus, How can it 
be accounted for, if the consent of the Fathers be a test 
of Catholic truth, that the Immaculate Conception is a 
received doctrine [he wrote 1 ' in the 16th century], 
although all the saints who have mentioned the matter" 
have denied it?* With* candour' wlrteh we recommend) 
as aa example to modern Romish divines, lie disclaim* 
aH disingenuous attempts- te evade the facts," and ad- 
mits the ample list of the authorities against the doc- 
trine, which our readers wittfind in our January number 
(page 7, note t>). His answer is (taken from Viacen- 
tiati Lirtnenals), that ibis consent is only to ne sought in 
articles of faith, not in matters of pious opinion* : and 
this he acknowledges to be the only poasioie answer.* 

And in the 16th 1 century tlra answer might serve. 

* "[Beatam vlrglnem] .... ab ortguiali comagiosola [Del] 
g an* esse muudMam.' r — Opera , Ed. Bened. Paria, 1»3», Tom. I., 
p. 2118, C, D. 

' *• Primus xrado* (ac, ante conception] no . est pnasibdis." " rerttas 
[sc. in ipse coneeptu et oituj eat aiQjtularin Sancii aanctortim, de quo 
fa't atroul ortos, aancii&ejtio, 4^. ltestat tgitar qaurttt* [v. in orta, 
ntneomepin" .... " Videtor couveuiens et pie credltdii* lies* 
de iteriptaH aon babaarar, at dt' poet saimaitonem." 

* "Sic . debet homo iiihasrera. et potitis pi iinai . . qaod 
psrittas sit tenere contrarfaut, si £cclesla coutraitaro detenninaverhV* 
— S AawHi., ntttupr. 

- Sanett namqua omnes qni In ejus rat -mentionem Inddemnt, aae 
ore aaaoverarunt, beaUm Virjtinem in peccaia eojeeptam. .... 
[Here tollows tbe list of authors above referred ta] . . . Et cant 
nnlltftf s^aeterurn contravener.f, liitlrmBm tameo ex onnium aacto* 
ittasa argaiasxttam dueltar qaln pottos coatrarta seatentia et probs*- 
ttlittere pie la eccliNia datenditar. -O^era, p. US. Ci:. Atr. i;;ox, 

Nee fait Integrum . . . anttquoruin patrum libros corruma 
pere et bonani etlam partem rotuminnm detranc^re, at ..... 
possess Bentarduin, Aaxaitniam, Ambrostata, aliosque item patrss 
iu ss laitae .•piniooe, negare. — lb, p. 6*7. 

p Andqua M'icrorum patrum cooseoato non In oinnlbu* dirinai le*a> 
qOses»luuculia,sedaoUm ia fidslTsgaui. . . et lavestitfantU est, st 
acqimtda — lb. 

« Noo mlltl, fatear uiirsnus, aHS vat patnttad Hind Enumi ar<*> 
aaenta'n eludeodiim. qua sanewimtn auetotuafaera actttSlUdqsMtssIS 
tentavlt eludere.— It. 



